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The names of about half a dozen towns like Bombay, Calcutta
(with adjoining industrial districts), Ahmedabad, Cawnpore,
Nagpur, Jamshedpur and Madras almost exhaust the list of
important industrial centres of India today as they did earlier.
The only new towns that are gaining in population and indus-
tries and are emerging in new regions are Coimbatore, Dehri-
on-Sone (in Bihar) and probably Beghamabad (near Meerut).
On the whole the general trend even up to the last census of
1941 was definitely towards concentration of population and
industry in older centres.
The attention of thinking people has been drawn forcibly
towards the disquieting consequences and dangers of the
policy of drift towards this unhealthy concentration and un-
planned location of industries by the exigencies of World War
II. India was caught quite unprepared and napping. Her in-
dustrial structure was weak, inelastic and dependent on foreign
supplies for most of the vital and essential requirements of
modern industries such as plant, machinery, tools and stores*
Besides this, most of her excess capacity in almost every indus-
try lay in a few large and already overcrowded cities mention-
ed above, so that a major portion of the industrial production
to meet the war demands came to be located in these over-
crowded centres.
The population employed in organized industry in 1938
was 17.5 lakhs/ Owing to the urgency of war demand the
figure rose to 21.G lakhs in 1941, registering an increase of
nearly 25 per cent in a brief period of three years. The in-
crease in 1944, according to official computations, as compared
with 1938 (the year immediately preceding the war) would be
of the order of 50 per cent.2 These figures do not include
large numbers actually working in village industries, small
businesses or various works employing unskilled labour. These
additional workers, along with the personnel of other subsi-
diary establishments connected with the war production and
supplies, further aggravated the existing uneven distribution
of population by adding millions of people all of a sudden to the
population of overcrowded industrial cities without giving any
time or chance to the supply and distributing agencies to
2 Reconstruction Committee of Council: Second Report on Recon-
struction Planning (1944), p. 7.